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02.01 – Watch Dog Meeting 
(5:30pm) 
 
02.02 – Report Cards 

02.02 - CPST Meeting 

02.09 – K-2 Awards Assembly 
(8:45am) 
 
02.09 - CPST Meeting 

02.10 – 3rd- 5th Awards Assembly 
(8:45am) 
 
02.13 – PTA/SAC Meeting 
(5:30pm) 
 
02.16 – CPST Meeting 

02.28 – FSA Writes (4th & 5th) 

2350 NW 19th Street, Fort Lauderdale, Fl 33311�http:// rockisland.browardschools.com� (754) 322-8300  

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Rock Island Families, 
 
Please follow us on Twitter @RIERockets where you can see first hand some of 
the remarkable things that are happening here at our school.  We make a 
deliberate effort every week to have at least one post from the week’s happenings, 
and would be happy if you all would follow our progress.  Some of the latest posts 
or tweets include our Watch D.O.G.S (Dads of Great Students) Miami Heat 
Game and the Rocket Robotics Team Competing in a LEGO Robotics 
Competition.  
 
On February 1st our Guidance Counselor, Ms. Stephenson led 48 of our Dads on a 
trip to the Miami Heat game with their children.  Not only did we have supper 
and a game together, but our Dads also volunteered to join the Watch D.O.G. 
program and spend time here at the school supporting our students.  We look 
forward to their involvement and providing more positive male role models here 
on the school’s campus.  On January 21st our own Rocket Robotics Team lead by 
Mr. Campos and supported by Mr. Lackey and Ms. McMillian competed at the 
LEGO Robotics Competition.  The team was one of two elementary schools 
among several other middle school teams who competed.  Our students gained 
experiences in robotic design, programming and teamwork.   The team’s robot 
accomplished several of the competitions tasks and we could not be prouder of the 
team for the way they overcame adversity and maintained gracious 
professionalism. 
 
Coming up on March 1st, we are planning a “Family Matters Night”.  On this night 
we will be inviting in many of the community entities into our school to share 
services with our school community.  We will also have beverages and light food.  
Our main goal this night will not be academic, but to commune and offer support 
to one another.  Our common goal is that our children thrive to their highest 
potential and hope this night will contribute greatly to that cause.  Please stay 
tuned for more information in the coming weeks. 
Service, 
Stephen DeCotis, Principal 
 

Dress Down Days 
**Cost to Participate: $1.00 

Friday, February 3rd, 2017 
Friday, February 24th, 2017 
 

Garage Sale 
Saturday, February 11th, 2017 
7:30am – 11:30am 
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THANK YOU to all the parents who attended our 
Kindergarten Check In, lots of valuable information was discussed; we hope that in the future we can see even more 
PARENT INVOLVEMENT. If you have yet to sign up for a Parent Teacher Conference, please be sure to speak to your 
teacher as soon as possible.  
The children have worked very hard in Quarters 1 & 2! They worked on mastering writing their names, letter and letter 
sounds, number, number name and quantity and most of all they are making gains in their reading stages as they attend 
Guided Reading EVERYDAY; we cannot stress enough the importance of READING DAILY with your child.  
We are looking forward to watching them continue to grow in Quarters 3 & 4. We will be working on rhyming, 
vowels, sight words, narrative writing, sentence building, word families, addition and subtraction and we will even grow 
butterflies in our classrooms! 
Reminders: 

£ Supplies are due by Feb 1st 
£ 100th Day Family Project due Feb. 10th 
£ Next Field Trip to Lady Bug Action Show is on Monday Feb. 13th 
£ Sign up for ESTORE 
£ Sign up for Parent Teacher Conferences 
£ Study your sight words 
£ Read for at least 10-15mins a day 
£ Complete your spelling words  

Keep up the remarkable work! 
Kindergarten Team 

 
 

 
 
 
 
	
Two Down Two More to Go! 
It is hard to believe we are now more than half way through 
the year. We are happy to report that majority of our 
students showed growth in their reading levels when they 
were tested prior to and after the winter. Please continue 
to have students read nightly and if possible answer 
comprehension questions about the story they have read. As 
students read they should be able to point out text features 
(such as bold print, captions, headings, etc), and be able to 
identify story elements (such as characters, setting, 
problem, etc.) in their readings. Also, report were sent 
home on 2/2/17, please note any areas of improvement on 
your child's report card and feel free to contact your child 
teacher for any clarification or concerns. Thank you for all 
you do in partnering with us to ensure your child is his/her 
best each day. 
- The Second Grade Team 
 

	
Fantastic First Graders will be working on addition and 
subtraction, as well as problem solving. Addition and 
subtraction are extremely important for first graders to 
master. Each student needs to quickly recall addition and 
subtraction facts to be ready for second grade. 
We have a lot going on in Language Arts. Students will be 
identifying long vowel sounds. While reading various texts, 
students will learn how to identify the plot of a story. To 
assist students’ comprehension, they will practice 
visualizing things that are happening in a story and continue 
to practice retelling of a story. 
This month in Social Studies, we will focus on Black 
History projects. In Science, we will be learning about 
earth’s resources. 
Parents, just a reminder of our upcoming field trip to 
Broward Performing Arts on February 6, 2017. Remember 
parents to have your child read a book daily for at least 15 
minutes and retell the story. Also, label your child’s 
supplies and sweaters that they bring to school. 
- The First Grade Team 
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We are so excited and proud of the learning gains that our 3rd 

grade students have achieved during the last quarter!   We continue to see promising growth with mastering standards 
and achieving proficiency in both reading and math.  The results of the most recent reading Benchmark assessments, 
along with early results from the Broward Standards Assessment, indicate an encouraging trend toward more students 
making stronger gains toward proficiency in both content areas.  With over half of the school year already behind us, it 
is now more important than ever that students continue to work on skills in reading comprehension, fluency, vocabulary 
and writing, as well as becoming fluent with multiplication facts using problem solving strategies in math.  You can play 
a big part in this by working with your child at home!   You can help build reading comprehension skills by having your 
child summarize what he or she has read in the homework assignment or a library back, and ask questions about the 
setting, characters, events, main idea or problem and solution, as well as discuss the meaning of new vocabulary words.  
In math, you can promote building multiplication fluency by having your child recall multiplication tables from 0 
through 10, or using flash cards.  Students will be taking the Florida Standards Assessment for Reading starting in late 
March, and Math starting in April, so practice is more important than ever!    Finally, as February celebrates African 
American heritage through Black History Month, your child will be working on an exciting project that honors famous 
African Americans who made an important impact on the lives of others.  This project will give students a wonderful 
opportunity to show their creativity and passion, while developing valuable skills in writing and research! 
- The Third Grade Team 

	

 
We are getting closer and closer to the finish line! 
Summer is right around the corner but we are now at 
the most important time of the year with FSA testing for 
writing, reading and math coming up. Report cards that 
were sent home on February 2nd were for quarter 2. 
Quarter 3 began the week of January 16 and interims for 
this quarter will be sent home on February 16 with your 
students’ current grades. The 4th grade team thanks you 
for doing your part and being involved through out the 
year; keep up the great job. It's important to remind our 
students that positive attitude + effort = your 
performance. Please schedule a conference with your 
child's teacher if you have any questions or concerns; we 
are here to support you. 
~The Fourth Grade Team 
 
 

	
We’re Making Progress in Grade 5!  
Parents for the past few weeks, our Fabulous Fifth Graders 
have been working hard to retain and apply, to real world 
situations, all of the concepts that they have been covering 
in class.  Recently, they were given an opportunity to “show 
what you know” on the Broward Standards Assessments 
(BSA) in ELA/Reading, Math, and Science. Overall, fifth 
grade is on track for meeting the school’s proficiency goal 
of 40%.  Meeting this goals is not enough, we plan on 
exceeding it!  Parents as our partners, ensure that your 
children are using I-Ready and Reflex Math at home daily (if 
computer and internet access are available), completing 
their homework assignments, and reading books, 
magazines, newspapers, etc. for an additional 30 minutes 
each night as well.  Parents as always, we encourage you to 
get involved with your child’s education by volunteering 
and/or becoming a member of the Parent-Teacher 
Association (PTA) and School Advisory Council (SAC).  Go 
Rockets! 
- The 5th Grade Team 
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Parent Corner 

Teaching “Honesty” starts at home!!!! 
 
For the month of February and in honor in Black History Month, we focused on learning, 
understanding band showing “Honesty”.  
 
Here are some tips and procedures to participate at home with your students to practice the skill:  
 

1. Show your child newspaper pictures of local people who have shown honesty (returned 
something they found and received an reward) 

 
2. Show your child articles in the newspaper where individuals are offering rewards for animals 

found, etc. Talk with your child about what to do and why honesty is an important attribute. 
 

    3. Insist that your child keep his or her promises, whether to you, to friends, or to other members of 
the family. Make it clear that you expect honesty. 
 
 
    4. Demand honesty with your children at home when your child is placed in a position to “stretch” 
the truth about completing chores or homework assignments they have been assigned. 
 
***Reminder- Please don’t forget to ask your child to share their Cloud 9 Character education 
program books they receive once per month for different character traits.  You can read the stories with 
them in the evening and use discussion questions from the book to talk about the topic! 
 
~ Ms. Stephenson, School Counselor 

  


